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ABSTRACT
Developing software where all users have equal freedom to share,
copy,  modify  and  redistribute  the  software  –  in  a  community
where all participants are equal – was once an odd fringe activity
and cause only of interest  to a small  group of radical software
developers. Today, this mechanism of sharing and collaboration is
widely adopted not only by the software industry as a whole, but
also by communities doing other collaborative work in areas as
wide  ranged  as  developing  online  encyclopedias,  performing
astrophysics  research,  and  sharing  information  about  users'
favorite television programs.

As “Open Source” has become a fad, it has been integrated into
the larger culture.  Furthermore, the software freedom movement
has  undeniably  entered  a  period  of  cooption  by  for-profit
companies  who  seek  to  exploit  the  benefits  of  these  sharing
communities, but do not necessarily wish to engage as equals with
the individual hobbyists who build and foster those communities.

This talk, given by a practitioner who works daily in the politics
of software freedom, will explore the current state of this political
cooption, anecdotally examine how the political environment has
begun  to  influence  the  structure  of  Open  Source  and  Free
Software projects, and consider whether these forces are likely to
influence other non-software communities who have adopted the
methodologies and principles of software freedom for their own
work.

This work is also available directly from the speaker under the CC
BY-SA 4.0 International license.
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