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ABSTRACT
We are definitely in the open era. What does that mean and what  
does the future hold? I will provide a practitioners perspective on 
these questions as someone involved in running widely used bio-
logical  databases,  a  producer  of  open  source  software  and  as 
founding editor in chief of an open access journal from the Public 
Library  of  Science  (PLOS).  In  a  nutshell  it  means  profound 
change in the way educate, collaborate, disseminate and compre-
hend. I look forward to an open dialog as to more details of what  
that really means drawing on some examples from my own expe-
riences.
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